her love applied himself unto her ; you might see the two
trees bend, and of their own accords stretch out their
boughs to embrace and kiss each other: they will give
manifest signs of mutual love." Ammianus Marcellinus,
lib. 24, reports that they marry one another, and fall in
love if they grow in sight; and when the wind brings the
smell to them they are marvellously affected. Philostratus
in Imaginibus, observes as much, and Galen, lib. 6. de locis
affectisy cap, 5. they will be sick for love; ready to die
and pine away, which the husbandmen perceiving, saith
Constantine, cc stroke many palms that grown together,
and so stroking again the palm that is enamoured, they
carry kisses from one to the other " : or tying the leaves
and branches of the one to the stem of the other, will make
them both flourish and prosper a great deal better:
" which are enamoured they can perceive by the bending
of the boughs, and inclination of their bodies. If any man
think this which I say to be a tale, let him read that story
of two' palm-trees in Italy, the male growing at Brun-
dusium, the female at Otranto (related by Jovianus Pon-
tanus in an excellent poem., sometimes tutor to Alphonsus
junior, King of Naples, his secretary of state, and a great
philosopher) " which were barren, and so continued a
long time," till they came to see one another growing up
higher, though many stadiums asunder. . . .

If such fury be in vegetals, what shall we think of sen-
sible creatures, how much more violent and apparent
shall it be in them !

ROBERT BURTON

(from The Anatomy of Melancholy)
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